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What sets "George Washington's Sacred Fire" apart from all previous works on this man for the

ages, is the exhaustive fifteen years of Dr. Peter Lillback's research, revealing a unique icon driven

by the highest of ideals. Only do George Washington's own writings, journals, letters, manuscripts,

and those of his closest family and confidants reveal the truth of this awe-inspiring role model for all

generations. Dr. Lillback paints a picture of a man, who, faced with unprecedented challenges and

circumstances, ultimately drew upon his persistent qualities of character - honesty, justice, equity,

perseverence, piety, forgiveness, humility, and servant leadership, to become one of the most

revered figures in world history. George Washington set the cornerstone for what would become

one of the most prosperous, free nations in the history of civilization. Through this book, Dr. Lillback,

assisted by Jerry Newcombe, will reveal to the reader a newly inspirational image of General and

President George Washington.
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There are many who have asserted (academically), and many who have accepted the premise

(popularly) that George Washington, along with the rest of the Founders, were Deists. Although this

is true, and easily verifiable, for some of them (e.g., Thomas Jefferson), such a sweeping historical

statement refuses to hold water. And that is where Lillback's volume comes into the discussion.At

first blush it is an impressive book: 725 pages of text, 228 pages of appendices, and 198 pages of

footnotes (the print of which strains the naked eye). The weight of this volume has no doubt already



sent many curious readers heading the other direction. But this is part of the problem one will

encounter when publishing within one's own organization. Lillback is the the president of Providence

Forum, and thus probably did not receive an honest and challenging editorial process for his own

work (Providence Forum Press should be concerned with other volumes being produced, which

would have helped this book become more solid and would have helped clear the air of editorial

bias and charges of self-publishing).Indeed, the writing style of this book is often redundant and

repetitive. Often the primary source material is presented two or three times as though it were

unique. Those who would wish to challenge the book's credibility could easily point to this as an

attempt to make the source material appear more abundant than it actually is. Further, such writing

style is frustrating to the reader who quickly begins to gloss over and lose portions of the argument.

Certainly, a more strenuous editorial process would have caught and challenged this disappointing

aspect of the book.
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